Richard Bessom and Sarah Gale

The Origins of The Bessoms in Marblehead
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Individual Record

Jean Legros BISSON (AFN: PLLK-K3)
Sex: M

Event(s)
Birth: 13 Mar 1695/1696
Of St Many's Far, Jersey, Ci, Lk
Burial: 24 Feb 1772

Parents
Father: Jean Legros BISSOM (AFMN: PLLL-CE)

Mother: Elizabeth NOEL (AFN: PLLW-2V)
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Individual Record

Jeanne LECRAS (AFN: PLLJ-D3)
Sex: F

Event(s)
Birth: Abt 1703
Of St Ouen's Far, Jersey, Ci, LIk
Death: Abt 1747

Parents

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Jeanne LECRAS (AFN PLLJ-D3)
Marriage: Abt 172001721
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Marriage(s)
Spouse: Jean Legros BISZOM (AFN: PLLK-K3)
Marriage: Abt 1720/1721
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Capt. Philip Besom' lived in Marble-
head, 1751-1797 ; shoreman and yeoman;
owned schooner Pracock ; married Sarah
Bubier Sept. 30, 1751 ; he died in 1797,
his will, dated Sept. 1, 1791, being proved
Nov. 8, 1797 ; she survived him, and was
his widow in 1799 ; in his will he men-
tioned children of my son * Joseph Brown,
deceased.”” Children, baptized in Mar-
blehead :

1. Ruth® baptized Aug. 16,:!752;

married William Blaney Sept. 19,
1771 ; and was liviog in 1791.

2. Mar garer’, baptized Oct. 14, 1753;
died young.

3. Sarah® baptized Oct. 13,1754;
married <— Barker before 1791.

4. Margarer®, baptized Nov. 7, 1756 ; mar-
ried Grant before 1791.

5. fehn*, baptized Oct. 1, 1758 ;
was devised land in Lyndeborough, N. H.,

by his father, 179r.

6. Lhlip’, baptized July 13, 1760;
lived in Marblehead ; mariner;
‘married, first, Ruth Collyer Feb. 11,
1779 ; second, Elizabeth (Betsey) Lewis
Jan. 27, 1795 ; he died March —, 1836 ;
his wile Betsey was living in 1818 ; his
children, born in Marblehead : 1. Ruthy3,
born March 23, 1781 ; married Samuel
Stennis (published Dec. 16, 1797); 2.
Sarah3, born Feb. g, 1784 ; married Elea-
zer Graves before 1818; 3. Ehzabeth?,
borm April 30, 1786; probably died
YOung; 4. Hannah3, born Nov. 7, 1789 ;

ied young; 5. Mll‘lhl-‘ born Nov. 16,
1791 ; married John Tucker in 18:18; ﬁ
Philip3, borm Nov. 19, 1705; liring in
1818 ; 7. Hannah3, born June 24, 1797 ;
unmarried in 18:18; 8. Tabitha Lewis3,
born July 5, 1799 ; mamad John C. Ci-nnu
Feb. 15, 1818 ; 9. Miriam Lewis3, bomm
May 31, 1801 ; died young; ro. Miriam
Lewis3, born Aug. 31, 1802; married
EleazerGraves, jr., in or before 1818 ; 11.
Abigail Lewis}, bomm Jan. 16, 1804;
unmarried in 1818 ; 12. Edmund Lewis3,
bormn Sept. 8, 1805 ; living in 1818; 1 3.
John Russell3, born May 1, 1807 ; proba-
bly died before 1818; 14. William Grays3,
born June 23, 1809 ; living in 1818; 15,
George Washington3, born Sept. 13,
1811 ; living in 1818 ; 16. Betsey Lewis,
bom Dr.c 19, 1812 ; living in 1818.

7. Grace®, baptized April 18, 1762 ; married

Joseph Nance Jan. 20, 1784 ; and died
before 1701, leaving children.

8. Jeseph®, baptized Feb. 12, 1764;
probably died before 1791.

9. Janme®, baptized Oct. 20, 1765;
married Francis Freeto Sept. 8, 178s.

10. Mary?’, married Samuell
Chion July 28, 1787.

11. Swsannah’, baptized Tune 11, 1769;
married William Strong Oct. 26, 1790.

12. Elizabeth?, baptized Feb. 17, 1771
died young.

13. Elisabeth?, baptized Dec. 18, 1774 ; mar-
ied Paul A. Caul Jan. 29, 1792.

14. J[Hannak? baptized Sepl. 29, 1776; mar-
ried Thomas Anderton March 23, 1794.

15. William®, living in 1791,

Richard Bessom married Sarah Gale
July 31, 1753; lived in Marblehead,
1753-1798 ; fisherman, coaster, truckman
and yeoman ; wile Sarah living in 1776.
Children, baptized in Marblehead :

Sarah, baptized May 5, 1754;

Jane, baptized May 16, 1756 ; married
‘Peter Sawins June 2, 1778;

Mary, baptized Jan. 8, 1758; died young;
Richard, baptized Dec. 23, 1759;

John, baptized Nov. 1, 1761 ; died young;

Mary, baptized June §, 1763;
married Joseph Pedrick Jan. 28, 1787;

John, baptized Aug. 25, 1765;
died young;

Susannah, baptized Aug. 28,
1768 ; died young;

John, baptized Sept. 9, 1770;

Susannah, baptized Sept. 13,
1772 ; married Philip Ramsdell June 3,
17923

Richard, baptized Feb. 5, 1775;

Jonas, baptized Sept. 15, 1776.

Nicholas Besome married, first, Eliza
beth Lasky March 18, 1784 ; she was his
wife in 1805 ; married, second, Hannah
——; lived in Marblehead; fisherman; and
died June —, 1838 ; children, baptized in
Marblehead :

Elizabeth, baptized July 11, 1785 ;
Nicholas, baptized Sept. 21, 1788 ;
died young;

Nicholas, baptized June 5, 1791 ;
died young;

Nicholas, baptized Oct. 28, 1792 ;

John, baptized Nov. 23, 1794 ;
Richard Hawley, baptized July 29, 1796 ;
died young ;

Polly, baptized Sept. 3, 17973

James Laskey, baptized Jan.19, 1800;

Richard Hawley, baptized Nov. 20, 1805




Vital

Statistics

Marblehead

Births
BESOME (see also Bessom)
Sarah, d. Richard and Sarab, bp. May s, 1754.
Jane, d. Richard and Sarah, bp. May 16, 1756.
Mary, d. Richard and Sarzh, bp. Jan. 8, 1758.
Richard, s. Richard and Sarah, bp. Dec. 23, 1750.
John, s. Richard and Sarah, bp. Nov, 1, 1761.
Mary, d. Richard and Sarah, bp. June 5, 1763.
John, s. Richard and Sarsh, bp. Aug. 25, 1765.
Susannah, d. Richard and Sarah, bp. Aug. 28, 1768.
John, s, Richard and Sarah, bp. Sept. 9, 17750.
Susannah, d. Richard and Sarah, bp. Sept. 13, 1772,
Richard, s. Richard and Sarah, hip. Feb. §, 177s.

Jonas, s, Richard and Sarahb, bp. Sept. 15, 1776.

Marriages

BESOME: Jane, and Peter
Sawins, June 2, 1778.'

Marriage
Marblehead, MA

SAWINS: (see also Sawin),
Jane, Mis., and Thomas
Lemaster, Dec. 11, 1781."

Marriage
Marblehead, kA

BESOME: Mary, and Joseph Marriage
Pedrick, Jan. 28, 1787. Marblehead, MA
BESOM: Susanna, and Philip Marriage

Ramsdall, June 3, 1792, Marblehead, MA

BESOM: Johin, and Hannah
Laskey, Dec, 29, 17/93."

Marfiage
Marblehead, kA

BESOM: Richard, jr., and
Hannah Bowden, May 15,
1796."

arriage
Warblehead, MA

BESOM: Richard, and [Mrs. C.

1814.°

Marnage
hiarblehead, MA

Nicholass. and Mrs. Hannah Bessom. Jan. 20. 1828

Deaths

Richard, “in an Advanced Age" [dropsy. PR 1], Feb. 4,

1812. [Feb. 3, a. 84 y. PR1;,

Sarah, w. Richard, Sept. 17,

CASWELL (Casswell)

a. 81y. GR1]
1802, a. 70 y. GR

Sarah, wid. Wilkiam [palsy. pr1], July 30, 1821, a. 68 v. [a. 67 v. PR1]

LeMASTER

TJane, wid. Thomas, "fell down Stairs and brole her Necl," Feb. 10, 1828, a. 72 v.

RAMSDELL

Sugan, wid. Plilip, June 13, 1841, a.

69 .
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Richard Bessom married Sarah Gale
July 31, 1753; lived in Marblehead,
1753-1798 ; fisherman, coaster, truckman
and yeoman ; wile Sarah living in 1776.
Children, baptized in Marblehead : Sarah,
baptized May s, 1754; Jane, baptized
May 16, 1756; married Peter Sawins
June 2, 1778; Mary, baptized Jan. 8,
1758; died young; Richard, baptized
Dec. 23, 1759 ; John, baptized Nov. 1,
1761 ; died young; Mary, baptized June
5, 1763 ; married Joseph Pedrick Jan.
28, 1787 ; John, baptized Aug. 25, 1 765;

died young; Susannah, baptized Aug. 28,
1768 ; died young; John, baptized Sept.
9, 1770; Susannah, baptized Sept. 13,
1772; married Philip Ramsdell June 3,
1793 ; Richard, baptized Feb. 5, 1775;

John Bessom married Hannah Laskey
Dec. 29, 1793; lived in Marblehead ;
coaster and truckman ; children, baptized
in Marblehead : Hannah, Feb. 1, 1795 ;
John, June 26, 1796 ; Sarah Gale, Oct.
22, 1797; Peggy Hawley, March 17,
1799; Richard, May 18, 1800; James
Laskey, Jan. 9, 1803; Jonas, May 27,
1804 ; Nicolas, Sept. 7, 1806 ; Elizabeth,
Oct. 29, 1809 ; Mary, June 16, 1811;
Philip, May 16, 1813; Harriot, Sept. 10,
1815,

—Records.

Richard Bessom, jr., married Hannah
Bowden May 15, 1796; and lived in
Marblehead, where their children were
baptized, as follows: Hannah, April 10,
1796 ; Richard, Dec. 17, 1797 ; Michael,
Nov. 10, 1799; Sarah, Dec. 6, 1801;

onas, baptized Sept. 1§, 1776.
Joe, o e S0 John, Nov. 27, 1803.

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF THE REVOLUTION,
181

Ricaarp Besom of Marblehead ; ma-
tross, Capt. Edward Fettyplace’s (Marble-
head) co.; enl. Feb. 20, 1776 ; rolls made
up to Jan. 1, 1777 ; service, 10 mos., 10
days; alo, Capt. Fettyplace’s co. of
coast guards ; list of men appearing on a
memorandum of beef delivered Feb. 18,
1777-

RicHArRD Bessom of Marblehead ; priv.,
Capt. Francis Felton’s co.; pay rolls for
service from July 21, 1775, to Dec. 31,
1775, 5§ mos., 24 days; co. raised and

stationed at Marblehead.
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The Mystery: Did Richard Bessom Have a Second Wife Named Sarah?

2 38"
Cagooaralth of) B “e/gm (s ﬁﬂm &Wfa
’ﬁ;ZiZZ;n Fudge of Prabate for fuid County.

g\ P\E i‘ \$\ all of %Y%M ind Freeholders in faid County,
AN ﬂ GrEETING.
i
- OU are hereby appointed 2 Committee (being St fworn) to divide and
i \\ _ fet off, by Metes and Bounds, o El gt, spth fo )Céu:ti :and
N E R Quility, of all QaRest Eltate gf o - P hon L Ry
AN Dol D, Moyl Kol (3 Lora
}'h: w

, 2 hs Mﬂ,ﬂ xealed, inteftate, unto his
E‘W@ at ber Righe of hﬂ"“’ﬂ' in
faid R ¢, to and for her Ufe and Improvement, during her natural

« Life : And when you have fo done, make Return of your Doings, together
¥ i\bi Elutll:n trl;zs Warmant, into the Regiftry of the Court of Probate in and for id 3
‘* N Given my Hand and 8eal of Office this &ae i’acon}'“?
B' day of y  Aano Domini 18¢2 .

[f Sarah Gale Bessom died in 1802 why does his probate show a widow Sarah ten years later?

A review of Marblehead early Vital Records showed the following:

1. Sarah Gale Bessom, wife of Richard died in Sept 1802
2. A marriage of a Richard Bessom to Sarah Calley two months atter the death of Sarah Gale Bessom

3. The death of Sarah Bessom, the widow of Richard at about 84 years of age

4. There was the birth of a Sarah Calley 80+ years previous to the death of Richard Bessom’s widow

Were there any children born of a Richard and Sarah Bessom after 1802 that would indicate the marriage
of a couple of child-bearing age? None found

Was Sarah Calley a widow? No previous marriagees recorded for her.

Marblehead

Births Deaths

CALLEY
4. Sarah, d. James and Betty. Oct. 26, 1757

BESSO0OM (Besom)
. Sarah, wid. Richard. old age, July 19, 1842, a. 83 v. 9 m.
. Sarah, w. Richard, Sept. 17, 1802, a. 70 y. Gr1

Marriages

CALLEY
2. Sally [Sarah. cri]. and Richard Besom, Dec. 5, 180
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