Captain Richard Bonython and Lucretia Leigh
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Marriage Record tor Richard and Lucrertia Leigh Bonython in Cornwall, England

New England Marriages to 1700

BONYTHON., Richard (bef 1653) & Lucretia [LEIGH]; in Eng, by 1610; Scarborough, ME/Saco. ME
tEssex Ant. 10:169; 8v. 1:211; Googins 5; Haley Anc. 57; Davis: Anc. of Lydia Harmon %, GDMNH 99; Bonython 4-
5. Reg. 39:363; Nicholas Davis Anc. 99
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THE BENIGHTON - BONYTHON CONNECTION
By Marcia Lindberg

In the last issue of TEG, | placed a Query asking for the parents of two BENIGHTON giris who
married at Lynn in the early 18th century: Mary BENIGHTON married, 9 Sept 1707, Samuel MANSFIELD,
and Patienco BENIGHTON married, 21 May 1717, Joseph COLLINS. | quickly received two responses
from Harold Everitt of Saugus, and Eleanor Sproul of Wakefield, both Benighton descendants. Harold
sald that at an ESOG meeting about § years ago, there were foyur members researching BENIGHTON at
that time! The answer was found in two places: Noyes, Libby and Davis, Genealogical Dictionary of
Maine and New Hampshire, and G, T, Ridlon's Saco Valley Setlements and Familigs, both of which | have
In my personal library! | had checked Noyes (| always check that wonderful book for unknown name
connections), but there was no entry under "Benighton.” One has to ook under "Bonython.” | thought
*‘Bonython® was pronounced with the accent on the first syllable, In which case it doesn't "sound like*
Benighton at all. But evidently the accent is on the second syflable - “Bon - eye - ton." At any rate, | was
grateful to Harold and Eleanor, and thought it might be useful to others if the connection were published in
TEG.

1. CAPT. RICHARD BONYTHON, was one of two proprietors of the Saco patent (the other was Thomas
Lewis). Although his father inherited the manor of Bonython in the parish of Cury (co. Cornwall), almost at
Land's End, Richard was born at the maternal estate in St. Columb Major on the Cornish north coast. He
was the son of John & Elinor (Myleinton) Bonython. He was a man of great enterprise, served on the
Counci in 1640, and was held In respect by all. He m. Lucretia Leigh, dau. of William & Phillippa (Prest) of
St. Thomas-by-Launceston. Chidren, bpt. at St. Breage: 1. Grace, bpt. Apr 1610. 2, Elizabeth, bpt. Sept
161-; m. Richard Cummings. 3. Susannah, bpt. Feb 1614; m. Richard Foxwell. 4. John, (Ridion gives
children as: John, Thomas, Gabriel, Thomas, Winefred & Elinor.)

2. JOHN BONYTHON, son of Richard, was an eccentric character; a man of violent temper, inclined to
insubordination. Beling deflant of law, he was twice outiawed, a price was sat on his head, and he was
imprisoned In Boston. Tradition says his tombstone was inscribed "Here lies Bonython, Sagamore of
Saco; He lived a rogue and died a nave and went to Hobomoko." Yet he was a wam frlend to Ferdinando
Georges & held important positions. He resisted the administration of Massachusetts (Ridlon, 54-985). He
Iived on his father's patent from 1653 until King Philip's War, when he escaped first across the river and
then to Marblehead, where his nuncupative will, written 17 Feb 1876/7 was swormn to 17 Sept 1680. This
was deposited at York County (New England Register, 34:99). The widow Agnes, 25 Mar 1684, and her
son John, were ordered 1o bring In an inventory and settle the estate. Nearly 50 years later, 1732, admin-
Istration was granted to Sarah Andrews and Robent Edgecomb, court ordering notice to heirs In Reading,
Lynn and Marblehead. Ch: 1. Thomas, d.s.p., was lying sick at Marblehead, when his father made his will,
1877. 2. John, b. 1647. 3. Eleanor, In court 1667; m. Arthur Churchwell. 4. Gabrigan, b. Aug 1652;
drowned.... 5. Winlfrad, m. 1674, Roben Nicholson (Noyes, $8-99).

3. JOHN BONYTHON, b. 1647, was called eldest son In father's will, In 1694 at Kittery, “late of Saco” he
gave deed, and in 1700 was still there. In 1703, he and 4 ch. at Saco, reported carried off, the last heard
of the parents. Peter Weare understood from Richard that his father was kiled. Perhaps 7 children, Ind:
1. Patience, a witness with Mrs. Hook in Kittery in 1696,; m. (as Benighton) at Lynn, 21 May 1717, Joseph
Collins of Marblehead. 2. Mary, b. 1681, m. (1) (as Benighton) at Lynn, 9 Sept 1707, Samuel Mansfield:
m. (2) 19 Dec 1724, Dea. John Bancroft Jr.; d. 25 Feb 1763. 3. Richard, m, (1) at Marblehead, 6 Dec 1716,
Mary Martin; m. (2) 28 Nov 1722, Abigaill Cooke. The parentage of Mary Bonython, who m. at Boston 11
years later, Is unascertained, poss. his stepd. She m. (as Benighton int. 26 Sept 1729) John Getchell. 7
ch rec In Boston 1733-1748. 4. Samuel, reported captive in Canada In 1711 (ibid.).

For further details on Captain Richard Bonython and his descendants, see Noyes (98-99) and
Ridion (90-91, 94.95).

Marriages of the Children of Richard and Lucretia Leigh Bonython’s Children

BONYTHON, John (-1680) &€ Aanes _? ; b 1647; Saco, ME

CUMMINGS, Richard (-1676) & Elizabeth (BONYTHONI; ca 14 Jul 1647; Saco, ME/York,
ME/lsles of Shoals

FOXWELL, Richard (71606, 1604-1676) & Susannah/Sarah? [BONYTHONI: ca 16367

Marriages of John's Children

New anlnnd ?’»]E‘H‘l'il‘lgﬁﬁ to 1700

BONYTHON, John (1647-) & |?Patience CRUCY]; by 1680; Saco, ME {GDMNH 99, 455, Bonython 6]

NICHOLSON, Robert” & ?Winnifred BONYTHON (=1729+): Jul 1673: Falmouth, ME {GDMNH 99, 368
has Nichols, 510, Sv.; Bonvthon 6 has Nichols)

CHURCHWELL. Arthur (-1710) & Elcanor |BONYTHON]|: ca 1692; Kattery, ME (Kittery 281; GDMNH
99, 142, Bonython &, Reg. 38:55}

Marriages of John, Jr.’s Children Who Survived the Indian Artacks in Maine

ma-vitalrecords.org,

Marblehead

Marriages

BENIGHTON
Richard, and Mary Marten. Dec. 6. 1716.
Richard. and Abigail Cooke, 29; 9br: 1722,

Lynn
Marriages
BENIGHTON

Mary. and Samuell Mansfield. Sept. 9, 1707.*
Patience, and Joseph Collins. May 21. 1717.*

BANCROFT (Bancraft)
John. jr.. and wid. Mary Mansfield. Dec. 19, 1724.*

Marriage Records for Elizabeth’s Daughter Elizabeth and Her Husband'’s Second Marriage
after Her Death

U.S., New England Marriages Prior to 1700

HARMON, John & 1/wf Elizabeth [CUMMINGS]; b 1 Jul 1673; York, ME

HARMON, John & 2/wf Deborah (JOHNSON) [FOXWELLI, w John; by 21 Jan 16802;
ME?/York, ME
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Cummings .

Richard Comings of the Saco area in Maine was first mentioned 14 July 1647
as the son-in-law of Capt. Richard Bonython, ') patentee in 1630 of what is now
Saco and Old Orchard. A later petition to the General Court at Boston of 16 May
1672 by Richard Foxwell and Richard Comings referred to Bonython's “two
Daughters Elisabeth and Susanna wives unto your said Petitioners...."[1?]

Richard Comings was made freeman at Saco in 1653, The Saco historian, George
Folsom, tells us in 1830 that “Mr, Cummings ... alter the death of his father in law
... emoved to the eastern part of his patent, near Little river.... Mr. Cummings
Banks, one of his descendants, now lives at the same place, The name of Richard
Cumming, or Cummin,” continues Folsom, “occurs very often in the town reco-
rds until 1674....71%

There seem to have been only two children, Thomas and Elizabeth.
Administration on the estate of Richard Comings was granted in july 1676 to
Thomas, the son, and Jochn Harmon, husband of the daughter Elizabeth.
Thomas, as soldier, was “Living three muskett shot from [Blackpoint] garison” at
Scarborough 12 October 1676, but is not heard of again, and apparently died
soon without issue. Elizabeth, wife of Joseph Banks and daughter of john and
Elizabeth (Comings) Harmon, described herself in a deed of 1714 as “Sole heir” to
the lands of Richard Comings and his wife.[™™]

Richard and Elizabeth Bonython Cummings'daughter Elizabeth married
John Harmon. In doing research about the Cummings, you may find two
points of confusion: 1) Did John Harmon live in York County orin
Massachusetts? and 2) Did Elizabeth Cummings marry her first cousin, fohn
Foxwell, son of her aunt Susanna Bonython Foxwell and her husbhand,
Richard Foxwell. Answers: 1) There were two John Harmons in New England.
The one who married Elizabeth Cummings lived in the Saco area of Maine;
and 2) Elizabeth Cummings married this John Harman, but never married
her cousin John Foxwell.

Great Migration® Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635,
Volume |, A-B
Pages 343 - 350 RICHARD BONYTHON

OCCUPATION: Magistrate.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: "Captain Richard Bonython" was assessed £3
tor the minister’s rate at Saco, 17 September 1636 [MPCR 1:Ixii).
EDUCATION: Sufficient to serve as a magistrate,

OFFICES: Magistrate, 25 March 1636, 21 October 1645 [MPCR 1:1, 83).
Councillor under Gorges, 1639, 1640 [MPCR 1:31, 36, 42, 55-56, 76].
Assistant, 6 July 1646 [MPCR 1:93].

ESTATE: On 29 February 1629/30, the Council for New England, "in
consideration that Thomas Lewis, gentleman, hath already been at the
charge to transport himself & others to take a view of New England in
America, aforesaid, for the bettering of his experiences in advancing of a
plantation, & doth now wholly intend by God’s assistance with his
associates to plant there,” granted to "Thomas Lewis & Capt. Ric[hard]
Bonighton ... all that part of the mainland in New England in America
aforesaid, commonly called or known by the name of Swanckadocke, ...
lying & being between the cape or bay commonly called Cape Elizabeth
& the cape or bay commonly called Cape Porpus®; livery of seizin was
performed on 28 June 1631, to Lewis but not to Bonython, indicating that
the latter was not yet in New England [YLR 2:110-11].

On 14 July 1647, "|w]hereas Rich{ard] Bonighton of Saco, gentleman,
desired one hundred acres of land for Rich{ard] Comeman his son-in-law,
betwixt the River of Saco & Thomas Williams his house, ... Robert Child,
gent.," and Richard Bonython exchanged land, Child receiving "the like
proportion of upland & marsh, on the northeast side of the River of Saco,
in my patent not broken up”; "Eliza|beth] Bonighton" and "Lucretia
Bonighton” witnessed [YLR 1:1:40].

On 1 July 1661, "Richard Commings father of Tho[mas] Cumings is
plaintiff as executor to Capt. Richard Bonighton in an action of the case
for a debt due to the said Ric[hard] Bonighton contra Mr. John Bonighton
defendant”; annotated "withdrawn” [MPCR 2:99]. (This record was
inaccurately reported by Noyes, Libby and Davis [GDMNH 99], and,
given the imprecise usage of the terms "executor” and "administrator” at
the time, does not necessarily imply the existence of a will.)

On 23 September 1681, "John Wincoll, John Penwill, & Abraham Preble,
being chosen by mutual consent of James Gibbines, John Bonighton,
Phillip Foxwell & John Harmon, heirs & proprietors of that patent land,
granted to Mr. Lewis & Capt. Richfar]d Bonighton, as by their agreement
obligatory bearing date the twelfth day of November one-thousand six-
hundred and eighty may appear, for equally dividing the said land
between the said proprietors,” proceeded to divide the patent into eight

parts, four of which went to James Gibbons, two to John Bonython and
two to Philip Foxwell and John Harmon jointly [YLR 3:102-3]. (In this
division, James Gibbons was the only representative of Thomas Lewis;
John Bonython as the eldest and only son received a double share of
Richard Bonython's half of the patent, while the shares intended for
Richard Bonython's two daughters came into the hands of his grandsons
Philip Foxwell and John Harmon [Charity Haley Anc 58; see also YLR
1:1:152-53, 4:22, 8:30-31, 242-43, 12:160, 173, 13:137-38].)

BIRTH: Baptized at St Columb Major, Cornwall, 8 April 1580, son of John
and Eleanor (Myleinton) Bonython [Arthur J. Jewers, ed., The Registers of
the Parish of 5t Columb Major, Cornwall, from the Year 1539 to 1780 (London
1881), p. 10; Bonython Gen 40, citing 5t Breage parish register].
DEATH: Before 29 June 1654 (when "Mr. Richard Foxwell & Mr. Comings
[were] plaintiffs in an action of trespass upon the case for pulling down
their house & laying claim to their lands, contra Mr. John Bonighton
defendant” [MPCR 2:24]).
MARRIAGE: By about 1607 Lucretia Leigh, daughter of William and
Phillippa (Prest) Leigh of St Thomas by Launceston, Cornwall [Bonython
Gen 203-4 and sources cited there, especially "Chancery Proceedings. 6
Charles 1. T. 14/7").
CHILDREN:
i JOHN, b. say 1607 [see COMMENTS below]; m. by about 1650
Agnes ____ (in his nuncupative will of 17 February
1676[/7], John Bonython bequeathed a double portion to
"the eldest son John" and "declared that his three sons
should according to their proportion of estate afford to
his wife Agnes Bonighton their own mother a
comfortable maintenance” [NEHGR 34:99, citing "County
Registers of York"]; eldest son John seems to have been
born about 1650 |[GDMNH 98-99; NEHGR 38:55]).
ii ~FRANCIS, bur. 5t Breage, Cornwall, 22 January 1609/10.
iii ~GRACE, bp. St Breage 19 April 1610; no further record.
iv ELIZABETH, bp. 5t Breage 20 September 1612 m. about 1647
Richard Cummings [YLR 1:1:40].
v SUSANNAH, bp. 5t Breage 5 February 1614/5; m. by 1635
RICHARD FOXWELL |CGMB 1:695].
ASSOCIATIONS: Richard Bonython and THOMAS LEWIS had formed a
close association some years before either had arrived in New England
|Bonython Gen 203-4].

COMMENTS: On 25 March 1636, "Mr. Richard Bonithon for incontinency
with Ane [blank] his father's servant is fined forty shillings, & the said
Ane 20s. he to keep the child" [MPCR 1:1]. Based on the baptismal dates
of his siblings, John Bonython must have been born before 1610 or after
1615. Although he could well have had an illegitimate child at age
nineteen or twenty, we think it more likely that he was older than this in
1636, and so place his birth about 1607. (Based on circumstantial
evidence, Philip Howard Gray thought that "Ane [blank]" of 1636 was the
same as John's wife Agnes, and that she could be identified with Susanna
Lewis, daughter of Richard Bonython’s partner THOMAS LEWIS
[Penobscot Pioneers 2:34-37]. The evidence presented by Gray is slight
and unconvincing,)

Savage thought that a daughter of Richard Bonython "married Richard
Codman," and has an entry for Richard Codman, the totality of which is
"York 1653, son-in-law of Richard Bonython" [Savage 1:211, 416]. Richard
Cummings, who married Elizabeth Bonython, had his name garbled
frequently, and from this Savage was enticed to create Richard Codman,
a man who did not exist.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTE: In 1884 Charles E. Banks published an account
of the Bonython family, including three generations of the agnate
ancestry of the immigrant [NEHGR 38:50-56]. The documentation
supplied by Banks was quite good by the standards of his time, but from
our perspective is inadequate, and this research should be replicated. We
are reliant on this source for the identification of the mother of the
immigrant.

Walter Goodwin Davis, although he did not descend from Richard
Bonython, had occasion to discuss the family three times in the course of

Death in Salem
By Diane Foulds

Like so many of the afflicted girls, Sarah Churchill
(spelled Churchwell in some documents) was baptized
in the terrors of Indian warfare, Her grandfather, John
Bonython, was a prominent property owner in Saco,
Maine. When Indians attacked in 1680, the family
abandoned their impressive home over the Saco River
and fled 1o Major William Phillips's garrison house on
the opposite shore. Sarah, who was eight, was one of
about Afty mostly women and children who took ref-
uge inside, The next morning, the Indians sacked and
burned the houses on the opposite bank, including
her grandfather's. Then they set fire to Phillips's mills,
hoping to lure the garrison's defenders out. When that
failed, they auempted to torch the garrison itself, Sev-
eral were wounded in the gunfire, including Sarah's
grandtather, though no one was killed. In the morning,
the Indians withdrew.

Sarah fled with her parents, Arthur and Eleanor
Churchill, to Marblehead, Massachusetts, where her
grandfather would later die of his wounds, She then
moved to Salem Village (now Danvers), where a rela-
tive, Nathaniel Ingersoll, ran a tavern.

By 1692 she was twenty-five. Her once prominent
family having fallen on hard times, she was reduced to
working as a lowly maidservant, employed in the home
of George Jacobs Sr., a strong-willed elder. Her marital

prospects looked dim, as she could no longer entice suit-
ors with the promise of an inheritance or even a dowry.

When the community erupted in witcheraft, Sar-
ah's afflicted friends, including her eighteen-year-old
relative Mary Walcott, may have pressured her into
joining their ranks, She seemed hesitant. At first she
exhibited the usual symptoms, but they cleared up.
Noticing that she had recovered, Mercy Lewis asserted
that Sarah had succumbed to the devil’s bidding (why
else would he cease (o torment her?). Mercy then
claimed that she had persuaded Sarah to confess and
that, when George Jacobs Sr. had learned of it, he had

beaten Sarah “most cruelly” with his wooden canes.
Sarah admitted that her afflictions had left her “unable

to doe her service as formerly” and that Jacobs had
hurled abuse at her, calling her “bitch witch” and other
derogatory names. He and his granddaughter, Mar-
garet Jacobs, had forced her to sign the devil’s book.
Sarah's words prompted a chorus of charges, and soon
Jacobs and his granddaughter were in prison. But Sar-
ah's accusation ultimately backfired. Soon she found
herself among the accused and she landed in jail. In
June she confessed again, hoping that this time she
would win the magistrates' mercy. She did.

Though she accused George Jacobs, Ann Pudeator,
and Bridget Bishop, she retracted her words later, say-
ing she had lied when threatened with the prospect of
being thrown in the dungeon. The problem was get-
ting the authorities to believe her.

“If T told Mr. Noyes but once 1 had set my hand
on the Book he would believe me,” she is recorded as

saying, “but if I told the truth and said 1 had not set
my hand to the Book a hundred times he would not
believe me.”

In 1709 Sarah moved to Berwick, Maine. At the age
of thirty-seven, she married a weaver, after paying a
court fine for fornication. She also received a portion
of her inheritance. Though the family estate was long
gone, her grandfather had left a piece of Saco land to
her mother. Sarah and her husband sold it for fifty
pounds sterling. She would never again reach the level
of wealth that she had enjoyed with her grandfather,
though she outlived her husband. She was still alive
at the age of sixty-four, but she disappeared from the
records thereafter.

BANCROFT—BONYTHON.,
BY CHARLES E. BANKS, M. D.

The genealogy of the Bancroft fimily
in the Amfiguarian, V1., §7-59, may be
supplemented by the following data,
which was collected by me years ago
when I prepared the Bonython genealogy
for publication in the Register :—

John? Bonython, jr. (John?, Richard*)
of the Saco, Maine, family, had among
other children, Mary, liviog 1731, who
was then the wife of John Bancroft, jr.,
of Lynn. The estate of Bonython, who
died sometime after 1694, was not finally
settled till 1732. Mary Bancroft declin-
ing to administer, her cousin, Sarah An-
drews, was appointed, and in the account
of the administratrix is an item of ex-
pense for “journey to Reding, Lyn &
marblehead to notify some of the Heirs
of John Benighton.”

It may be that this Mary Bonython had
previously married a Mansfield, and was
the widow Mary Mansfield who became
the second wife of Dea. John? Bancroft in
1724. Evidence of the above alliance
is to be found in York connty, probate
records, IV., 105, 125, and the Bonython
line runs into a distinguished family in
Comwall.

U. S. Marine Hospital, Key West, Fla.

Patience was indeed the sister of Richard. This contrubutor had not
discovered that “Benighton™ was a variation of Bonython.

his writings on other families; his treatment of the landholdings of Essex Genealogist, The
Bonython is more extensive than what we have supplied in this sketch

Volume: | 11 (1991) * | Page 30
[Lydia Harmon Anc 9; Charity Haley Anc 56-59; Nicholas Davis Anc 99, o

118-20].
In 1966 Eric Glenie Bonython published a comprehensive account of 14. JOSEPH? COLLINS (Joseph?, Henry') was bom at Lynn, 26 March 1695, and died ater 1733/34,
: : ik last date his namea appaars in the Lynn Town Records, and the date of binth of his last knoan chid, He
many branches of the Bonython family throughout the world [History of manted st Lymn, 21 May 1717, PATIENGE BEMIGHTON. Sha was probatéy from Marbdehoad, Mass., and
i ) parhaps a sigler of Rlichasd Banigton who married thara (1) 6 Dacembsar 1 767, Mary Marton, and mardsd
the fﬂmrfws :}f ﬂunyl‘.‘mn nf Eﬂﬂylhﬂn and Bunyﬂmn ﬂf Carclew 1n the Dm:hy .:rf {2). "9br; 29 1722, Abigall Cock, Tham are no Benighton births or caaths in Marbiehead Vital Records.
Cornwall; to which is added an account of the Bonythons who settled in South i oAt smrund Unk o ofLyse ax & fnce viewac b1 1720 and 1720, 4 & BMogevien 1 1700, e
Australia, the small branch at Newlyn East and St. Columb Minor, Cornwall, Joseph and Patience eppesr 1o have e i Ly, ot oast T of e children were mm'u Martie.
- |m”-ﬂ. Thers are i futher recss . Pgrha Mm 11 Deoambar
and those who settled in what is now Mamne, UL.S.A., in 1630 (n.p. 1966), cited 1740, was & ‘Chesterild (NH) Propeistor (Mass. Archives. 115:828)

above as Bonython Gen|.




with notices of other early
settlements, and ...
By George FOLSOM

Capt. Richard Bonython was probably settled on his
grant-as early as his associate, Mr. Lewis.t+ Our first no-
tice of ‘his- presence here, however, is in the record of
the Commissioners’ court 1636, holden at his house, He
wis appointed by Sir F'. Gorges oue of the Counsellors
for the government of the Province in 1640, The last
coart under that suthority sat at Wells 1646, when Capt.
Bonython was present. The latest transaction in whieh
we find him engaged, is the conveyance of a piece of
land July 14,1647. His death probably oceurred not
long after; certainly before the year 1653 ; for he is not
enamerated among the inhabitants of East Saco, in a list
taken at that time, which contains the name of his son.
Capt. Bonython was, doubtless, strongly opposed to the
claims of Rigby, but we have met with no evidence that
he took an activé part in the discussions grnwin% oiit of
them! He seems to have sustained a character for gravi-

"Sullivan. 126. * {See Appendizx D. {Mass. Records.

ty of deportment, and was evidently treated with great
respect by his associates in office. He was rarely, if
ever, a party i any action of whatever kind, but constant
in the performance of his duties as a magistrate ; we even
find him entering a complaint against his own son, for
threatening violence to Mr. Vines. At the same term

the court ordered “that Jane Shaw, wife of Edw. Shaw,
shall be winpped at the next quarter court holden at Saco,

for abusing Capt. Bonython in slanderous and unreverend
speeches.” Edward recognized in the sum of £50 ““to
bring his wife to abide the censure of the court.” The
children of Capt. Bonython were a son and two daugh-~
ters ; born in England. |

John, the son, bore a character the reverse of that of
his father. His litigious disposition has already appeared
i our extracts from the court records. In 1645, Capt.
Bonython said in open court, *“that he knew wherever
his son met Mr. Richard Vines he would be revenged
on him, for he had not forgotten the old quarrel.,” He
did not appear to answer to the charge, and the court pro-
ceeded to pass the following decree ; “Whereas J. Bony-
thon of Sace, in the Province of Maine, hath been sum-
moned divers times in his Majesty’s name to appear at
our courts, and hath refused, threatening to kil and slay
any persons that should lay hands on him; whereupon
the law hath had its due proceeding to an eutlawry, and
divers judgments, executions and warrants of good be-
baviour : We, therefore, at a General Court assembled,
adjudge the said John Bonython outlawed and incapable
of any of his Majesty’s laws, and proclaim him a rebel.”?
It was then ordered “‘that if Mr. Jnl‘::n Bonython be taken,
that he be forthwith sent to Boston, to answer such things
as shall then be brought against him." His contempt of
the authority of the province was relerred to the arbitra-
tion of that government. His father. was a- member of
the provincial court.

Under the government of Mass., John was still more
violent ; by whom, we have seen, he was again outlawed,
and a price set upon bhis head. This rigorous procee-
ding brought him to terms. The town book, in which his

name is rarely-foand, conmdins.the following record : “July
11, 1665, At a townmeeting, the justice of the peace
and the freeholders being met together, a warrant is sent
to Mr. Jobn Bonython to come and take his oath to be
constable; as he was.chosen : but he refused, and is fined’
4.” R. Booth was then chosen in bis place. This
was soon after the arrival of the King’s commissieners in
the province. ' lt.appears, therefore, that he attempted to
act independently of all authority ; hence doubtless he
gained the burlesque title of ‘Sagamore of Saco,” which
hdas come down to us in the couplet, said to have been in-.
seribed omhis grave stone :

“Here lies Bonython, the Sagamore of: Saco;

He lived a rogue il died a knave and went to Hiobomocko.”*

1 His death occurred about 16843 an order of the court
withat yearcontinues his wife in the possession of her late
busband’s property. He was supposed at a subsequent

eriod to have been destroyed by the Indians, as appears
zm the following record in the Book of Claims to eastern
lands; opened by order of government at Boston 1718:
“Peter Weare, of Hampton claims a traet of land contain-
ing 120 acres on the eastern side of Saco river, part of
that granted: to Richard Bonython in 1629, and by him
granted to his son John, who was killed by the Iyndian'
enemy—said Weare hought of his son and heir by deed.”
In the registry of deeds we find, that “Richard Bonython,
formerly apprentice to Jas. Weymouth of Newcastle, N«
H. cordwainer, son and beir to John Bonython of Sacoy
sold-in 1713.t0 Lieut. Peter: Weare of Hampton, a tract
of: six score acres on the north east side of Saco river in
the patent granted to his. honored grandfather, Mr. R/
Bonython and T. Lewis.”

~«Fhis Richard, however, was not a son, but a grandson
of John Bonython, senior. At the time of the death of the
latter, there was peace with the Indians; and as he was
then far advanced in. vears. it is more probable that he
died in the course of nature. In May, 1683, when near
the close of his life, John gave to the town ‘20 acres of
ul-{)land for the minister,’ as if to atone for his past errors.

e was buried at his own request near the river on the’
line separating one division of his estate from that of Gib-
bins. A man who lives near the spot, informs us that
having had frequent occasion to pass it when a boy, the
path E'um a landing place on the river leading in that di-
rection, he was often told that the ‘governor of Saco’ lay
buried there. The children of John Bonython were
John, Thomas, Gabriel, Williain, Winifred, and Eleanor.
John, the oldest, was born 1654 ; chosen one of the
selectmen 1685 ; and four years after, removed to New-
castle, N. H. where he was living 1694. It is probable
he afterwards fell by the hands of the Indians. ﬁi:hﬂd,
the cordwainer, who sold to Weare, was unquestionably
his son. This Richard had a sister, the wife of John
Collins. The other sons of the ‘Sagamore’ left no heirs,
except collateral ones. Winifred, the oldest daughter,
married Robert Nicholson, or Nichols : Eleanor married
a Churchwell. A son of the former, living at Marble-
head, sold his mother’s right in her father’s estate to Ro-
bert and Thomas Edgecomb, 1729. The name of Bony-
thon has long been oisu!el:u in this quarter, and pmh&h{r
in New England.

The daughters of Capt. Bonython became the wives
of Richard Foxwell and Richard Cumming. Mr. Fox-
well was one of the first and most respectable planters in
this wvicinity. He settled at Blue-point, on the south-
western side of Scarboro’ river in 1636, when thirty two
years of age.* George Foxwell, his nephew, who died
in Virginia, was from the city of Exeter, in Devonshire,
England, and it is quite probable that Richard was from
the same place, or its neighborhood. He lived forty
years on his estate at Blue-point, without apparently
mingling in the political disputes of that period. He was

*There was a of the same name at Scituate 1634, a mer-
chant; (Farmer’s Register ;) but as onr planter married in England,
it is probable that he came out with his father in law with the view
ﬂ' Eﬁ:lina on his patent, and hence it is unlikely he should have gone

uate.
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a member of the General Assembly of Lygonia in 1648,
being of the committee to whom was referred Mr. Jor-
dan’s petition. But his chief attention was given to his
ﬂanmtinn, which became a valuable legacy to his heirs.

e died about the close of 1676, or early in the succeed-
ing year. Administration on his estate was granted to his
son Philip Foxwell 1677 ; Joseph Curtis and Richard
Rogers afterwards administered.

The children of Mr. Foxwell, were three sons and
five daughters. Richard jr., probably the oldest son, was
living 1664 ; we have no further account of him. John
married adaughter of Richard Cumming ; he died young,
leaving one son, Nathaniel, who removed to York. De-
borah, daughter of Nathaniel, married William Corbain
of Boston, and as the sole heiress of her father and grand-
father, conveyed all her right in the estate of Richard
Foxwell, to William Pepperell jr., afterwards Sir William,
in 1729.

Philip Foxwell, the other son, was one of the select-
men of Scarbore’ in 1681. In the subsequent dispersion
of the inhabitants of that town by the Indians, Philip re-

moved to Kittery, where he died, apparently without
heirs, in 1690,

Of the daughters, Esther married Thomas Rogers of
Goose-fair, n 1667. Mr. Rogers was here as early as
1638, when we find him attesting a deed. He was pro-
bably quite young at that time, as his name does not
occur again until 1653. He lived on the seashore, near
the mouth of Goose-fair brook, in the western part of
what is now called Old Orchard. A northwest line divi-
ding the patentof Lewis and Bonython into two equal por-
tions, was run 1681 ; which the commissioners began at
“Rogers’ garden.” The house of Mr. Rogers was de-
stroyed by the Indians 1676, when he removed to Kittery,
and soon after died. An inventory of his estate was ta-
ken the following year. He had two sons, Richard and
John. The former, purchased from Gibbins 1687 a tract
of about half a mile square situated between Goose-fair
brook and the middle %ine of the patent. He afterwards
removed to Kittery. His son Richard jr. gave this
piece of land to Patrick Googins 1737. Patrick came

«ck left six sons, one of whow 1s now living at an advan-
ced age. Mr. Rogers Googins, a grandson of Patrick,
and some others of this family, now possess and improve
a part of the old estate.

Lucretia Foxwell married James Robinson of Blue-
poiat. On the breakiog out.of the Indian war, they re-
moved to New Castle, N. H.:and there ended their days.
They left four children, daughters, three of whom were
married.

Susannah Foxwell married an Austin. Mary, another
daughter, married George Norton, of York. Sarah Fox-
well married Joseph Curtis of Kittery, 1678. Their
daughter Eunice was born Dec. 23, 1698, She mar-
ried Richard Cutts of Kittery, Octo. 20, 1720. Their
children were seven sons and three daughters, viz. Sa~
rah, Robert, Joseph, Samuel, Edward, Foxwell Curtis,
Richard, Mary, Thomas, and Eunice. Thomas, late
Col. Cutis of Saco, the ninth of these children, was born
April 5, 1736. Edward, the fifth, late Judge of the C. C.
Pleas, was born 1728, The mother, a grand daughter of
Richard Foxwell, died March 30, 1795, at the great
age ol ninety six years.* -

The second daughter of Capt. Richard Bonython
was married to Richard Cumming before 1647, Mr.

Camming first settled on the western side of the river,
but after the death of lis father in law, he removed to the
eastern part of his patent, near Little river. In 1672,a
cominittee was appointed by the town “to meet the Black-
point men at the river next Richard Comming’s, to run
the line between them and us.” Mr. Cummings Banks,
one of his descendants, now lives at the same place.
The name of Richard Cumming, or Cummin, oceurs
very often in the towa records until 1674 ; he died snon
after. An mventory of his estate was taken-1676. 'The
administrators were Thomas Cumming and Joha Har-
mon. The former did not long survive his father.

Elizabeth the only davghter of R. Cumming married
Jeoha-trewwelr-homreotrsmr—aitertr—death Jobn Harmon, *
previously to 1680. By this marriage Mr. Harmon be-
eame sole heir to that division of the pateat whiehfell te
the wife of Cummings. The daughter of Mr. Harmon,
an only child, married Joseph Banks of York, to which
place Harmon removed before 1690. Banks thus ac-
quired Harmen’s right, but, in 1714, conveyed one-half
of it to Peter Weare and others. He also sold one quar-
ter to Caleb Preble of York, who afterwards transferred
it to Jas. and Joseph Brown of Newbury, 1717. Sams
uel Banks, a son of Joseph, setiled at Old Orchard on
a part of the Cummings estate, about 1735, where his
descendants now live.

4ohn Harmon married first Elizabeth Cummings, and together

they had daughter Elizabeth Harmon. After Elizabeth's death, h

married Deborah Johnson Foxwell, the widow of Elizabeth's
cousin John Foxwell (son of Richard and Susannah Bonython
Foxwell).




THE BONYTHON FAMILY OF MAINE.

By Dr. CuAnLas E. Banks, Passed Assistant Sorgeon U, 8. Marine-Hospital Servico.

Boxryraow ARMS.

[Argent, & chevron between
three fleurs de lis sable.]

THE name of Bonython® is one
of the most ancient and aristo-
cratic in the county of Cornwall,
England. Its antiquity is shown
in the records which tell us that
they were possessed of the Bony-
thon Manor continuously from ' =
the 14th century to the begin- Tas Bowvraox Fuagoxnt
ning of the 18th century, and the social position of the family is
certified by their intermarriage with the leading families of Corn-
wall for four centuries.

One Simon de Boniton in the middle of the 13th century was
despatched to Ireland as a royal messenger (Pipe, 38 Hen. III.,
Rot. I. dors), and in 1397 another Simon Bonython, with his son

Gawin, had license for an Oratory within the city of Exeter. [Bp.
Stufferd Reg. folio 12.]

® The ?munelminn of this name is to he mada by aceenting the sccond syllable and
rhyming it with * pyilhion "=—Bo-ny'-thon. It mesns a forey ahode. e

® The unciation of this name {s to he made by accenting the second syllable and
rhyming it with * pvthon "—DBo-ny'-thon. It means a furzy .,hu&u ~

¢ A number of years ago, at the death of a lady who resided near St. Anstell, there was
discoverad among her effects a curioos old jug of stoneware which had been ed in
her family a8 n precioos beir-loom. A Iabel attached to the fiagon contained t rullnwi?
{nscription: * of this jog 1608. It was ased at the coronation banquet of James L.
and VL of Beotland hy one of the Bonython family who officlated at the banquet.” The
lady's property came Into the market, into other hands and became the object of &
long and interesting search Institated by the present owner about 1879, which readers of
the don * Notes and Querles *' may remember to have noticed. Success rewarded his
efforts, and now it Is again in the possession of & member of the historic family, Mr. John
Langilon Bonython of Adelside, South Ausiralia, who has kindly loaned the above ¢ ¥v-
ing of his ancestral flagon and ﬂu family arms to illustrate this article. It is by his and
at his snggestion that the writer has prepared this mﬂm1 and students of our early colo-
nial hiﬂﬂri will he glad to learn that one of the Bonythons still lives, although at the an-
ﬁli,o:]u who has & sympathetle Interest in helping ns o know more of our ancestors. [t
will be remembered that the poct Whittier ases John Bonytbon as a character in * Mogg
Megone," and Mr. J, L. Bonython has an an h letter from the poet, acknowledging
the error of his verse, The poet Longfellow is also connected with the Bonythons by de-
scent, and thus two of car great literary lights lend an interest)to this family name.
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a goldsmith of Cheapside, London, who m. Alics, daughter of Humph-
rey Purforoy of Leicestershire.

iii. Jangr, m. Tre%ilna.

iv. Camstian, m. Nicholas Davy.

v. Bersara, m. John Dn';l'.r.

vi, Fuzaseri, m, (1) William Condon ; (2) Peter Cooke.

vii. IsABELLE, m. James Pawley. :

viil. CEAmITY,

3. Jonx® Boxnyrnox (Richard! Ralph'), paid a subsidy in the parish of

Curry, 1559 ; he married Eleanor, daughter and co-heir of Job
Myllayton of Pengerswick Castle, St. Breock, Kirrier; Governor
of St. Michnel's Mount. [Lake, Parochial History of Cornwall, i.
134, 137.] The Mpyllaytons hecame possessed of Pengerswick Cos-
tle, tamp. Henry VIIL, and Job Myllayton was made governor of
St. Michaels in 1547 in place of Humphrey Arundell of Helland,
who was executed for treason. Issue:
4. i. Reszvumer, son and heir.
5. ii. Ricaarp, the emigrant to Maine,
iii. Epsoxp,
iv. Witsiax,
v. Jonx, Captain of Pendennis Castle.
vi. FEuizapers, m. Heory Pomeroy, Mayor of Tregony, 15 April, 1600.
vii. Amne, m. Walter Roscarrock, 15 Oct. 16086.

4, Resrxymer' BoxyrrRON {Jﬂhn,’ Richard,? Ralph'), was High Sheriff

of Cornwall, 17 James I. [Tonkin, History of Cornwall, I. 2877, and
died 6 April, 1627 [Inq. Post Mort. 17 Chas, I. (pt. 1.} No. 73] ;
married Loveday, daughter of William Kendall of Lostwithiel
[Carew, Survey of Cornwall (1602), p. 109], by whom he had
16UE &

6, 1. Taomas, b. 1584, son and heir,

6. THomas® Bowvroon (Reskymer,® Jokn' Richard,® Raiph'), * was a

captain in the Low Countries and much consumed hiz patrimony.”
[Tonkin Mss.] He married Fraocisca, daughter of Erasmus Wal-
ler, Esq., of London* [ Visitations of Cornwall, 1530, 1573, 1620,
ed. Vivian], by whom he had issue: ,

7. i. Joux, b, 1618, son and heir.

7. Jonx" Boxyruon (Thomas Reskymer Jokn,' Richard® Ralpk'),

married Anne, daughter of Hugh Trevanion of Trelegan, by whom
he had issue :

8, i. Cuanies, son and heir,

8. Cuantes’ BonNvrHoN (Jokn' Thomas! Reskymer,® Jokn? Richard,®

Ralph'), Steward of the Court of Westminster, 1683 ; represented
the city of Westminster in Parliament, 1685 ; Sergeant-at-Law at
Gray's Inn, 1692, [Wynne, Sergeant-at-Law, p. 90.] He sold
the manor of Bonython in 1702 to Humphrey Carpenter, and three
years later, 30 April, 1705, “in a fit of madness; shot himsslf in
his own house in London."f By wife Mary Livesay of Livesay,
Lincolnshire, he had issue:

social or political character, and to this is added the positive evi-
dence that as a judge he spared not his own son from the utmost
rigors of the law. One scrap of exemporaneous history affords us
& gidelight into his character. HRev. Thomas Jennper, the Puritan
minister at Saco [1640-6], writing to Governor Winthrop, says:
“M' Vines & the captaine [Richard Bonython] both haue timely
expressed themselves to be utterly against church-way, saying their
patent doth prohibit the same.” Parson Jenner's * church-way "
did not suit loyal Captain Richard or Deputy Governor Vines, for
the latter says: **I like Mr. Jenner his life and conversacion and
also his preaching, if he would lett the Church of England alone ;
that doth much trouble me to hear our mother church questioned
for her impurity vpon every occasion."* Richard Bonython served
as Counncillor throngh 1645, and died about 1650. [Folsom, Saco
and Biddeford, 1135] By wife, whose name I judge to be Lucretia,
he had issue :

Jonn, son and heir.
,m, Richard Foxwell, Susanna
, m. Richard Cummings. Elizabeth

9. Jonx® Bosyruon (Richard,® John® Richard,® Ralph'), born certainly

iF

hefore 1620, was the opposite of his father, for he lived a life of

o, debauchery and outlawry during twenty years of his existence. The
W first court held at his father's house in 1636, brings him to view as
&' the father of an illegitimate child, and his excesses developed to such
a degree in 1643, that * threatening to kill and slay any person that
should lay hands on him,” the court, at which his father again sat,
adjudged him * outlawed and incapablo of any of his Majesty's laws,
and proclaim[ed] him a Rebell.” [York éaurt Records.] Afier
Massachusetts assumed coutrol of the government of Maine in 1652,

he refused to submit to her government, and so fur carried his guer-
illa warfare that the General Court proclaimed him an outlaw and
offered a price upon his head to the person who would bring him to
Boston alive or dead. This seemed to have the desired effect, and
submitting to their authority’'in 1638, he behaved himself for a few
years until the Restoration, when the Gorges party once more came

to the front in Maine. Then he unloosed his bonds again, and de-
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The Bonythons of Bonython were seated in the Lizard district of
Cornwall in the parish of Cury,* a bleak wild track on the serpen-
tine formation, and notwithstunding their remote sitnation they be-
came conapicuous figures in the political agitations of that period
which culminated in the stormy days of the Stuart dynasty. Seve-
1al branches issued from the parent stock, the most opulent of which,
through a fortunate marriage, became possessed of énmlﬂw, in My-
lor, and is designatad as the Bonythons of Carclew .to distinguish
them from the elder house which held the ancient manor.¥ We
shall not have occasion to follow out this junior line, as the Maine
family were descended from the elder branch, and it will only be
necessary to state that in 1749 the Carclew estate passed out of the
family by sale, as in 1702 the Bonython manor had been alienated
by the elder branch.

Bonython manor ie a plain substantial building with a granite
front, facing the sea, which it overlooks at a distance of about two
miles by the valleys of Poljew and Gunwalloe. The view from the
front of the house is a most extensive one, unusually so, as most of
the ancient Cornish houses are built quite on the side of the hill or
in the valley. On the lower part of the estate, in a small planta-
tion, is a group of magnificent rocks, the grandeur of which strikes
the beholder at the first glance. One of these—the topmost—is
named the Fire or Bonfire Rock, and is probably a relic of the Dru-
idic religion. [ Western Antiquary (Supplement}), pt. iv. 204. |

Pedt'gr:e.

1. Raven' Boxrroox, of Bonython, Cornwall, paid a subsidy in the
parish of Cury, 15 Hewry VIII. He married twice, probably, (1)
Elizabeth Downe, and (2) Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas and Eliz-
abeth Erissey [Ing. Post. Mort. (James Erissey), 35 Hen. VIIL
62; comp. Coles Esch. Harl. Mss., No. 757, p. 387, and had issue :

2 i. Ricrarp, son and heir.
ii. FEomoxp, had issue two daughters: 1. Kaetharine,® who m. Thomas Godol-
phin ; and 2. Margaret 3
fii. Jomw, d. s. p.

2. Ricearp® Boxyraon (Ralph')., also paid subsidy as above at the
same time, but died the next year (1533), as his wife June, daughter
and heir of John Durant of Pensipans, Cornwall, was a widow 16
Henry VIIL, at Bodmin, where she was taxed. He had issue :

3. i. Joux, son and heir.

ii. Jawes, paid subsidy in Mullion, 1 Elimtmth}[ﬂy. Subsidy, 87-218] ; m.
Margerie, danghter of John Melhuise, of Truro, Merther, by whom
he had : 1. Joan,* of 5t. Columb Major, who m. Margerie, daughter
of John Kerne, alias Lresilinn; 2. Robert*; 3. Nicholas? a burgess,
who m. Aooe, daughier of Hogh Mondey of Tregony; 4. Thomas?

# Bubsidies had been pald on the manor since 15 Hen. VIIL

+ " Carclew hath {after the Cornish menner) well-nigh metamorphosed the name of
Master Bonithon, his owner, unto his own," [Carew, Burvey of Cornwall (16802}, p. 365.]
Another branch of the fl.mllHu seated at Tresadem In St. Colomb Major. [Lake, Pa-
rochial Hist. of Cornwall, 1. 234.]
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i. Ricuanp, eldest son and heir ; ** an ingenious Wﬂamaﬂ,“ says Tonkin,
“ hut i:einp; tainted likewise with his futher's distemper, .... set fire
to his chamber in Lincoln's Inn, burnt all his papers, bonds, &e., and
then stabbed himsell’ with his sword, but not effectually; he then
threw himself out of the window and died on the spot." i;tliatnr of
%rfﬁw?ﬂ. i, 287; Comp. Luttrell, Brief Relation, i. 215, and v,

ii. Jomx, the second son, King's College, Cambridge, B.A. 1717; M.A.
1721. While an undergraduate he wrote a Latin poemy which was
published in 1714 by some Cambridge students, He became an emi-
nent physicinn in Bristol. He is mentioned in the will of his eousin
Jano {Eanjthun} Kempe of Carclew, 1749, [Records Consistory
Court, Exeter.

iil. [Davghter], m. Thomas Penrcs of Helston.

5. Ricmarp* Boxnyraow (Jokn? Rickard"® Ralph'), was baptized at 5t
Columb Major, 8 April, 1580, the second son of John® Bonython
f Bonython. Itis possible that he is the Richard Bonython who
»was Comptroller of the Stannaries of Cornwall and Devonshire,
1603 and 1604, and keeper of the Gaol at Lostwithiel in 1603
[ Calender of State Papers, Domestic]. He came to Saco in 1631,
bringing with him, as a copartner of Thomas Lewis, a patent, dated
12 February, 1629-30, for a large tract of land four miles by eight
upon the East side of the Saco River, of which livery of seizen was
given 28 June, 1631, following. His associate had * already been
at the charge to transport himself and others to take a view of New
England for the bettering his experience in the advancing a planta-
tion,” as is recited in the grant. I suppose that his emigration to
this almost unknown land may be explained by recalling that he
was not in the line of succession to the family seat and honors, his
brother Reskymar having in 1620 a son and grandson to inherit the
property. I judge also that he had been a soldier in some of the
French wars, perhaps serving with Sir Ferdinando Gorges, from
whom he imbibed some of the enthusiasm of * that grave knight ™
respecting the New England. This seems to be counfirmed by his
universal title of * Captain Bonython,” as well as by a letter from
Richard Vines to John Winthrop, 25 Junuary, 1640, in which he
says: “ It seems the governor [Dudley] makes a question that Sir
Ferdinando Gorges was not in the Ffrench wars in his tyme. Capt.
Bouython intreats me to write a word or two thereof,"* and then
he proceeds to detail the fucts as stated by him. This martial ca-
reer secured to him an authoritative position among the early set-
tlers, and he was undoubtedly a local magistrate under the * combi-
nation” government of Richard Vines, before the arrival in 1635 of
Deputy Governor William Gorges, When this new executive offi-
cer arrived, he organized his first court 25 March, 1635-6, at the
house of Captain Richard Bonython, who was then appointed one
of the Proviocial Commissioners, and in 1640, under the first char-
ter, he was appointed one of the Councillors to Deputy Governor
Thomas Gorges. We have no means of estimating his character
except through negative testimony, and it is a legitimate inference
that he must have heen a man of ability and honor to have retained
the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens for so many years.
The court records are free from any charges impugning his moral,

£6. 6. 8. and costs 12s. 6d. This is a record nnusually crowded
with the events of a disreputable career, and it is not at all certain
that the story is complete.®* We are relieved, however, to learn that
in 1660 he had so far obtained the confidence of his towns people
a3 to be placed on a trial jury, but that is the extent of his public
services, as far as can be learned.t At the outbreak of the Indian
hostilities in Maine, 1675, his house was burned about September
of that year, and with his family he fled to Marblehead for safety.
There, 17 February, 1676, “in his last sickness,” he made his will,
from which we learn the names of his wife and children [ante, xxxiv.
99]. This date may be taken as the time of his decease; but
though dead, his fame will not only live in Whittier’s * Mogg Me-
gone,” but in an epitaph still preserved, which sums up his life in
expressive rhyme :
** Here lies Bonython the Sagamore of Saco
He lived & rogue and died a knave and went to Hobbowoeko. '}

Folsom says ** He was buried at his own request near the river
on the line separating one division of his'‘estate from that of [James]
Gibbins. A mav who lives near the spot informs us that having
had frequent occasion to pass it when a boy, . ... he was often told

* that the * governor of Saco’ lay buried there.” [History Saco and
Biddeford, j116.]5 His estate was not administered until 1732,
when the property was found to consist of 5000 acres of land valued
at 18 shillings per acre, which was divided among his heirs.

By wife Agnes he had issue:

i. Jowow, * the eldest sonne,” b. 1654 ; selectman, 1685; removed to New-
castle, N. H., 1889, where he was living in 1684, He had children : 1.
Richard? of Neweastle, o cordwainer, who was living there in 1713, but
died before 1732; 2. Patience;” m. John Collins. She was the only
heir of John Bonython, Jr., living in 1732, to take part in the division
of the estate,

ji. Eumor, m. Churchwell. This deaughter inherited her father’s moral
proclivities, She was examined, 20 Sept. 1667, on & charge of bas-
tardy, and being convicted was punished in the usual way by standi
EI? nﬁwhite sheet in public meeting, but her father paid the altaronate o

5 fine.

iii. Gavrigan.| In 1672, this son had a suit at law agninst George Norton
in the New Hampshire courts: [Mpas, Arch. xxxix. 413,]

iv. Trosas, ** who then lay sick '’ at the date of his father’s * last sick-
ness.”’  Presented to the court in 1660 with his brother John ** for liv-
ing in a disorderly family in the house of their father, o contemner of
this { Massachusetta) authority.'" [Folsom, 144.]

v. Wmxirrep, m. [Hobert] Nichols.

® In 1683, as if to atone for Lis past misdeeds and secare the good will of the people, he
gave the town twenty acres of apland for the minlster. [Folsom, 1168.]

+ In 1685 the townsmen elected him constable, but he refused the honor and was fined 4z,
for not weking the oath of office. [Folsom, 115.]

t Hobbowocko is the devil of the Indlans, seccording to Jocelyn, who says: * They ac-
knowledge & God whom they call Squantan, . . ... hut Abbowscko, or Chepie, many times
smites them with [ncaomble diseases, scares them with his apparitions and panic terrors, by
reason whereof they live in consternotion worshipping the ﬁevil r fear.”

é It is presumptuons to offer corrections to Folsom®s sccurate work, but I suggest that
the tradition of the borial place of the * governor of Saco ™ refers to Captnin Richard, his
ggm who was in fact & magistrate of the place. John may have been burled near his

£T,

| Thisz name, like Reakymer, is & Cornish surname, and possibly gives clue to the mald-
en name of John's wife or motheér, The Guvrigan family lived in St. Columb Major, where
Capt. Richard Bonython was baptized.

fied his late political masters in an insulting letter to the Massachu-
setts magistrates, In 1668 the tables were again turned, and
although Bonython remained recalcitrant, he found, after three more
- years of ineffectual opposition, that submission was the wisest
course, and he wrote the magistrates a letter asking them to pardon
his past offences, alleging that he * was blinded by a letter from
Mr. Gorge.” [Mass. Arch. xlviii. 103.] His offences were not
always of a political nature. for he quarrelled with his brother in
law, Richard Foxwell, in 1654, and tore down his house, for which
he had to pay roundly when the court reviewed the case. In 1640
he was sued for libel by Rev. Richard Gibson (who had married
Mary Lewis, the daughter of his father's partner), in that he had
called him *“ a base priest, a base knave and a base fellow,” besides
slandering his wife.t The court gave the plaintiff a verdict of

* 4 Mass. Hist, Coll. vii. Winthm;r} Papers.

+ He was probably the instigator of the charges against Gihson's wife, recounted in the
letter to Winthrop, 14 Jan. 1678-8, and we may suppose that jealousy was the canse of the
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‘This closes the record of a family of gentle blood who came to
the P.-ovince of Maine to aid in the perpetuation of the fendal seig-
nories of Old England. With this aristocratic scion of Bonython
Munor were nssociated the almost royal Champernowne, owning
kinship to the DPlantagencts and Conrtenays of England and the
Montg omerys of France; the gentle Joscelyn of the knightly house
of Keant; the noble Cammeock, related to the powerful larl of War-
wick., ad Guodfrey, who bore the arms of the renowned Gadfrey of
Buillon the chivalrous King of Jerusalem. All these men were
thie associates of Richard Bonython, but no one to-day bears the
name of Bonython, Champernowne, Joseelyn, Cammock or God-
frey in the state which they helped to found. The fate of the Bony-
thon family in America bears a striking resemblance to the tragic
end of the elder line in England, for the line of Richard the emi-
grant tapers off miserably in the profligate " Sagamore of Saco,”
tor we hear nothing of lus son’s descendants. In the female line,
however, through the Cummings match, the families of Livagdon,
Banks, Longfellow and others, deduce their pedigree, while from

the Foxwell marriage several other Maine families ean be traced,
including Thornton and Libby.,

Noru.-=1 nm indichtad to the Westorn Antiquary, Supploment, Part 1V, Mureh,
18622, lur U Incts counoctod with the Koglish portion of the fmily. This was Tur-
nished o me by Mr. John Langdon Bonython of Adelaide, Bouth Australia, who
had collected most of the materinl for that magnzine.
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